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To his GRA ck the Moſt Reverend 
7 O H N, 
Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, 

Primate of Ireland, and one of his 


Mars rr's moſt honourable Pravy- 
Council. | 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
er T was not at all in my Intention, 

TT oe when Ipreach'd the followingSer- 
mVJmon to have troubled your Grace, 

or the World with any Brat of 
mine; but the different Cenſures paſſed upon 
it, with ſome ill· natured Reflections upon my 
ſelf, have made it in ſome ſort neceſſary to 


E ſend it abroad for my own Vindication ; and 


tho! it is poſſible they may have been bur pri- 
vate and confin'd to a ſmall Circle, yet as I 
know they were made, and that it is hard to 
tell in what manner they may affect me here- 
after, I might be unjuſt to my ſelf, if I paſſed 
them over unregarded. : 
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gy at preſent, I thought 


| ( 5 ) 
general, my Lord, as it wasthe Work 
of Haſte, upon ſhort Warning, I am ſenſible 


it wants that Elegance and Correctneſs ne- 
ceſſary to recommend it, at leaſt to your 


Grace's nice and diſtinguiſhing Judgment; 
but according to a Saying common in the 
Mouth of a great and excellent * Man, 
That it was a good Sermon that had no 
harm in it;“ it may paſs in the World; for 
am humbly of Opinion, that it is perfectly 
harmleſs and innocent. 
2 * —— . wn ot: 
cry lo current and prevaili ainſt the Cler- 
a th 13 a Diſcourſe 
might not be improper nor unſeaſonable, 
wherein I endeavoured to apologize for my 
Brethren, and ſhew, how unjuſtly they were 
charg'd with giving Occaſion for it: But the 


Difficulty was, to do this upon a proper Foot- 


ing, for plainly ſaw that in order to recon- 


cile and make up Matters, with the Laity, 
it wou'd be neceſſary to throw off theMantle 
of Zeal and Bigotry, and compliment them 
with a formal Surrender of many things, 
which tho” they have been loudly and warm- 


1 for, 3 I look upon as mere 
rmalities gradually introduc'd into the 


Diſtinction and Support of Parties, and which 
never had any other Efficacy, nor can ſerve 
to any other End than to be Props to worldly 
Power. 

This, 


* Arch-Biſhop T1lot/on. 


Church by deſigning ambitious Men, for the 
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This, my Lord, I choſe to do by repre- 
ſenting 1 as already — diſ- 
claiming thoſe Corruptions, and diſengag d 
from all ſuch Tenets as could give Offence to 

Men reaſonably religious: But I find I was 
miſtaken, and that the World is not = come 
to that happy Temper that I fondly hoped 
they were in: My Brethren were (it ſeems 
many) offended, ſome ſaid 1 was a Leveller, 
others, that I minc'd Matters and dealt un- 
fairly to hint at Faults without pointing them 
out, and others that I had given up the ex- 
\ preſs Inſtitutions of our Lord : This laſt was 
a ſeyere Reflection, and nothing cou'd affect 
me with greater Concern, were it true; but 
I am ſupported by my own firm Perſuaſion 
A that it is not: The poſitive Inſtitutions of 
Chriſtianity are very few, and your Grace 
(I doubt not) will readily perceive, that 
. throughout this whole Diſcourſe, I have not 
given the leaſt Glance directly nor indirectly 
| to either of them. 
Whatever Colour was given for any of 
theſe Objections, it might ſeem to be for 
the firſt, from a Paſſage mark'd * p. 30. 

But, my Lord, I hambly apprehend, that 
he who only complains of an unjuſt or impro- 
per Regulation, ought not to be accuſed of an 
Intention to deſtroy Order, or to introduce 
aan exact Parity : Wherefore let the Word, 
equal, there be underſtood in the Senſe of 
juſt and proper, and the Objection will have 
no Weight nor Significancy at all. 
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Credit ro be highly conſpicuous, neit 


(*) 

I am indeed ſenſible and confeſs (if that be 
a Fault) that I ſpeak more for my Brethren, 
than they gave me Commiſion for. and find 
they are not all willing to join me in thoſe 
Conceſſions, which I ſincerely thought fo 
much for their Credit and Advantage to 
make: But ſtill, my Heart aſſures me, that 
if I have failed in repreſenting them as they 
are, I have nevertheleſs reprefented them as 
they ought to be, and for the Truth of this 
make ſolemn Appeal to your Grace, and the 
ſober unprejudic'd Reaſon of Mankind. 

Tis, my Lord, ſomewhat ſtrange and un- 
accountable, that no ſooner can a Man ap- 
pw abroad in the Garb of Moderation, but 

is ſuſpected if not of Hereſy, yet at leaſt 
of ſome latent Diſaffection to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, as if Orthodoxy and Moderation were 
incompatible in the ſame Perſon, and they 
only cou'd be Friends to the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, who bore an avow'd irreconcilable 
Enmity to Diſſenters of all Sorts;as indiſcreet 
Patriots = nc Can 2 owe their 
Country but warti eve- 
ry Mcalareof * K did Mcn 
bur think ſeriouſly, and judge imparrially, 
they would find in the preſent Age many ex- 
cellent Examples, wherein thoſe valuable 
Qualities are happily united, and give Beauty 
and Ornament to one another. 

Among theſe, it is your Grace's Glory and 


Traitor to the 7 Rights of that Church, 
over 


| (1) 
ſor of — Mis fortune it is from the 
Prejudices of a natrow and contracted Edu- 
cation, to be out of her Pale. 
To your Grace therefore a Diſcourſe, 
which hes nothing but the mild and 
tle Spirit of the Goſpel, juſtly flies for 
— a Spirit without which no Man 
can be orthodox, tho* he cou d quote the 
Decrees of every Council, and the Writings 
of every Father, thro” a Series of ſixteen 
Centuries to juſtify every Article of his 
Creed. And O] that this Reflection had 
bur irs juſt Weight, with all the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity ; how influential would it be! 
in reconciling all the contending Parties a- 
mong them, and compoſing all their Diffe- 


rences. 
Bleſſing that at- 


"Tis however one 
tends the preſent Age, that that Sourneſs and 
Rancour among divided Chriſtians, which 
hath been ſo long the Bane of Society and 
the greatScandal of Chriſtianity, is gradually 
decaying and muff away, and a Spirit of 
Charity and mutual Forbearance riſing up and 
1 its ſtead : And indeed, my 

Lord, when it exerts and diſplays itſelf with 
ſuch Vigour in the Head, there is Rea- 
ſon to hope, that it will in time ſpread and 
| diffuſe itielf thro* all the Members; and 
| that whatever may be the Caſe of common. 
| Profeſſors, the Clergy at leaſt may at length 
be happily incited to imitate thoſe 8 
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which have rais d and exalted your Grace's 
Character, even higher than your Station. 
But I ought not to forget. that whilſt I am 
commending — in your Grace, 1 
am making the moſt trying Experiment of 
it, by the Freedom, — er Prefumprion; 
of _ Addreſs, for which I dare no 

logy, for fear of aggravating my Faulr, 
— hope for Pardon, but under the — 
that nothing harſh or ſevere can flow from a 
Mind fill'd with Impreſſions of Humanity 
and Benevolence, habituated to Acts of 
Generofity and Condeſcenſion. In Conſi- 
dence of which, 1 venture to ſubſcribe, 


May is pe your GRACE, 


Tour Grace's 
Moſt. devoted, 
Moſt dutiful = 
_— ” 

| Humble Servant, 


„ 
1 


Let a Man 5 account Te 
:  n_ of Chrif, am—_ 4 
_ a Myſteries of Got, 


Arg —.— from many Paſl: | 
tings of this Apoſtle, abe bad 

hgh bee ed Notions of 2 

is own — 3 

his Office was bd, as irititul'd him, and all « 

thers employ d in it, to à more than ordinary | 

Share of Honour and Regard z that it was at 4 

; leaſt as oriourable as any other ſubordinate Of- 23 

fice or Employment, as they were the Dele- 
| gates and Repreſentatives of the reſt and 
moſt honourable Maſtet, they cou'd be employ'd 

by; al the — of * 


for his Maſter's 
takes. upon him the humble Stile and Character 
of a Servant and a Miniſter, not diſdaining to 


. of 2 oy hw himſelf Ambaſſador. 
"Tis however no leſs evident from the 8 
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Honour apd Service, be often 


ſtoop to the meaneſt Office, by miniſtring to 
the Neceſſities of the meaneſt Perſon, yet leaſt 
any ſhould from hence take occaſion to think 
ſlightingly of his Office and Character, and con- 
ſequently fail in their Reſpect to him, he there- 
fore upon other occaſions aſſumes a more ho- 
nourable Title, and with ſome ſeeming Affection 


of this Apoſtle's Life and Conduct, that he di 
not inſi __ ſuch Honour and Reſpect, 
merely upon his own account, for no one ever 


| imitated his great Maſter more exactly in an ex- 


emplary Humility and winning Condeſcenſion ; 
but rather to in the World, how to be- 
have either W his Co or | 
in the Miniſtry, who might not poſhbly have 
the fame powerful Altftances of the Spirit of 
God, nor conſequently ſuch Lures of ' Honour 
and Admiration as he had: Let a Man ſo ac- 
count of us as of the Minifters of Chriſt, and, &c. 
Not of me Paul only, but of all thoſe who are 
now, or hereafter ſhall be employ d in the ſame 
facred Office and Miniſtry. The Challenge is 
authoritative and peremptory, and comes not 
in the Form of a Petition, nor claimed as amat- 
ter of Fayour and Grace, but demanded as an 
Article of Duty, _ 

But nevertheleſs the Apoſtles and firſt Miniſ- 
ters of the Goſpel were ſeldom ſo forward in 
demanding Reſpect, as the People were in pay- 
ing it, the Readineſs of the one, y pre- 
venting the Application of the other, and till 
the Fervor of true Chriſtian Piety began to 


cool 


633 
cool and abate, hardly any Inſtances of Love 
and d were thought too great to be 
id to thoſe, who in ſo many ways were the 
iniſters of God to them for their Good; a 
Prieſt and a Father were Characters of the ſame 
Imporr, and honour'd with the fame Regard : 
But alas! Tempora Mutantur * inſtead 
of Praiſe, Ignominy inſtead of Reſpe&, Ha- 
tred inſtead of Love, are what their unhappy 
Succeſſors too often meet with, whilſt * 
{mall ſhare of Honour and Regard that is paid 
to them, is meted out, not in proportion to 
the Dignity of their Office, and the real value 
of their but to the particular Rank 
and ity they bear in the World : The 
Juſtneſs ot which Cenſure is abundantly evi- 
dent from this one Obſervati that ſome of 
the moſt neceſſary and indifpentable Offices of 
the Prieſthood, viz. Admonition and Reproof, 
are ſuch as cannot be executed, where the 
Circumſtances of the Parties are not at leaſt 
upon an Equality; ſo that an Ambaſſador for 
Chriſt, is in many caſes under the melancholy 
Neceſſity of being ſcorned and derided by e- 
very haughty rome Sinner, or of thwarting 
the Dictates of his Reaſon and Conſcience, by 
leaving his Duty undone. 

This Alteration in the Tempers and Beha- 


viour of Men is too loudly complain'd of to 


need any proof; and will appear ſo evident to 
any who will be at the Pains to caſt even a 
tranſient Glance over the Accounts given of 
the primitive Times of Chriſtianity, and com- 
pare them, with what paſſes in his own Days, 
that it would be treſpaſſing upon the Patience 
of this Audience * endeav our it. 
2 


Whar 
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| What I conceive will better reward our Tima 
and Pains will be, 1½, to enquire into the Cau- 


ſes of it, and aſſign ſome determinate Reaſons, 
that may art leaſt with ſome degree of Proba- 
bility (of Certainty I wou'd chooſe to ſay) ac- 
count for the Change ene 
And zh, when 1 
to lay before you what I humbly appre 


will moſt effectually contribute to ſtop this 
growing Evil, which (I believe) all who hear 
me have reaſon to know, is a real Impediment 


to the Buſineſs of aur Calling. 

Firſt then, I am to enquire into the Cauſes, 
and aſſign the Reaſons if I can, of this ſo viſi- 
ble Alteration in the Humours and Conduct of 
Men; in which Inquiry, I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with mentioning ſuch as I am inclinable to 
think have moſt contributed towards it. 

And 1ff, This Age is more inquiſitive, leſs 
credulous, and more learn'd and polite, than all 
or molt that have gone before it. 

Notwithſtanding Chriſt hath expreſly de- 
clar'd, that Men be rewarded or puniſh'd 
in the next Lite, in proportion to the Talents 
they have receiv'd, the Means of improving 
them, and the Uſes they have made of th 
2 do not find from the Hiſtory of 

imes, that Virtue and Knowledge, Learning 
and the Fear of God have thriven alike 
ther ; that the ſpiritual Powers of Men have 
receiv'd equal Improvements, with their natu- 
ral Abilities; that Grace hath improv'd in their 
Hearts, as Learning did in their Minds; on the 
contrary, that the ways of Sinning have rather 
——— gradually in the World, and that the 
ſeveral Talents and Attainments, which ſhou'd 
have been converted to the Service and Glory of 


have finiſh'd this Enquiry 


- 
—— en ee, __ I 
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(5) | 
(and which doubtleſs were given them 
for that Purpoſe) have been more fre 
employ'd in the Service of Sin, in invent- 

ing new Arts of Luxury, in refining and 
liſking their Prodigality, ſo as to adorn Vice, 
and make it more amiable, that they might fin 
with greater Eaſe and Delight, have leſs - 

and more Complactnce in the Act. 
All the Time that can juſtly be brought in- 
to Account here, is what hath paſſed fince the 
—— 50 all 4 8 proc - ſince the firſt 
tions of t opes in the Ve, being 
—— and juſtly accounted A 1 Dark- 
neſs, all the Learning in the World being 
then in the Hands of the „ who were 
not ſo knowing either, nor wou'd have been 
ſo, but for the Care they took to keep 
the reſt of the World in Ignorance: Groſs Ig- 

norance and Idolatry had then overſpread t 

Face of the ef, and no wonder, when it 
was criminal to be knowing, and the Laity 


were not even permitted to read the Bible, 
_ That ＋ of God, ſo neceſſary for the Con- 


du& of moral World, 1 without its 
Light Man cou'd not find his Way, but muſt 
ſtumble and th aſtray every Step he takes. 

In this dark and ignorant Age twas eaſy for 
the learned few, to impoſe upon the ignorant 
many; and Pride and Arro Submiſſion 
and Veneration, muſt have increas'd mutually 
and proportionably, to the real Ignorance of 
the one, and the ied Perfections of the o- 
ther: I being indeed that which at 
firſt gave Being to, and at preſent _ ar- 
bitrary and deſpotick Power throughout the 
World ; all temporal and ſpiritual Tyranny, 


owing 
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(6). 4d 
to it. | 

However, the World at length weary 
of this Tyr , reſoly'd to ſhake it off, and 
reinſtate lves in their lawful Liberty 
which was no ſooner effected, but Arts 
Sciences began to flouri 


God, nor a due Regard for Goodneſs and good 
Men, increas'd as it t to have done: Men 
were neither more. ſober and temperate, more 


grave and devout, or more meek and tractable, 
than they were before, inſtcad of this Variety 


of Hereſies and Schiſms, ſprung up Mockers 
and Scoffers in Abundancez Men's Hands and 
Tongues were their own, and every one that 
was witty, being new-fangled in his Liberty 
dared to be prophane : So likewiſe were their 
Mme wt Boe x were no longer 
troubled with Taxes from Nome; and fading 
themſelves in ſecure Poſſeſſion, no Danger 
an Inquifition, nor Indulgencies to pay for, 
they were fond of enjoying, gave a looſe Rein 
to their Prodigality, and indulg'd without Re- 
ſtraint: Then they began to bear with a high 
Hand, to think greatly of their own Atrain- 
ments, 


ö Things. Away! t 
& 'Troublers of Mae 7 that 2am the World 
« upſide-down, and Patience and Meek- 
<& nels, the Virtues of Office, for 
« we are reſolved to ſtick faſt by our F 
© and to be no longer implicitly ſway'd - 


cc goes | you. 
ommon, 


and too 


0 8 3 
them mad; the- never failing Co 
a ſuperficial ſmattering in Sciences, 
of. ſound and well · digeſted Koa e, as 2 
noble Author obſerves, that a little Pilot- 
hy inclineth Mens Minds to Atheiſm, but 
Depth in it, brings them about to Religion. 
Another Reaſon of this Alteration is, that 
2 — 2 1 = the Clergy 
an many. 0 s Wen Were 
ee 
y obliterated, but the Hiſtory of 
Few is Ml, rn 
from whence Multitudes have conceiv'd a 
bee Averſion to the whole Order. 
here are, I believe very few, who are not 
in ſome Meaſure ſenſible of this, there being 
ſcarce a ſingle Family, in which there is not 
preſerv'd ſome 8 Story, either of the 
Avarice, the Pride, the Lu or Luſt of the 
Romiſh Clergy, and ſucceſſively handed down 
from Father to Son, with all naginable Care: 
— indeed the Vices and Corruptions which 
d aniong the Clergy for ſeveral Centuries 
re the — were too numerous, 
* t to * denied, or even readily 
forgot, ſuch, as muſt have been Matter of Re- 
gret to all good Men, as muſt have diſpoſed 
them ſincerely to with for, and heartily endea- 
vour to _ " about a Reformation; nay, muſt 
make us - who live at this Day, pray for the 
P of it, in Pity to th © poor deluded 
who are ſtill in the Bonds of 'Ignorance, 
and from a 7 of the like e 2 
Depravation fucceeding again, if ever * 
the Puniſhment of our Sins, ſhou'd remove ur 


* — 


t Lord Bacon, Efe 16, of Af 


1 
| Gandletick, and f ſuffer na 
ſomie 


Now, altho' 3 are alwa 
Men, who from à real Know . x 


rn and a true Chriſtian Zeal, will pay a dus 
to divine Tru 


* notwithſtanding 
* be of corrupt and 'd Morals, rg: 
teach and deliver them. . Yet theſe Things have 
a mighty Influence on the Minds of weak illite- 
rate and Men; and even of thoſe 
who are more knowing but for their Vices 
Sake are to skreen and ſhelter themſelves 
under ſuch Pretences. . 

I fay then where the Memory of theſe Thi 
is .preſerv'd, it is to no purpoſe. to expe 
that Men will either pay that Regard to their Per- 
ſons, or Deference to their Injunctions, which 
on many Accounts is highl) dee debe and 
. 
not 
Prejudices. ol 
owever, g the Evil is now in a great 
Mexlore ** 05 and that + our Paſtors inſtead 


= in Lo Reb of | of gre 95 


and rs yr amy M = their Doctrine 
and Example, ſhow that hey Hearts Defire 
and Prayer iy 08, they to op av'd. 
"Tis Time to 82 5127 zr | 
dices, which being now L 

unreaſonable cannot be . = 
out Uncharity. to them, and Prejudice to our- 
ſelves; at leaft to ſulpend them for 2 nd 
till we ſee Reaſon again to reaſſume 

join with theſe good Men in advancing the ge 
neral Happineſs of Mankind the good Ef & 
of which wou'd be, on it wol d animate 


them 
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them ſuch immediate c 
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bs jou tionable Int of more t, 
e e pre lancer 

oe Reformation, yet they carry not about 
onvincing Proofs of their 
Authority and Miſſion, as the firſt Publiſhers 
of Chriſfianity; conſequently Men are ſtrucx 
with leſs Awe and Reverence rer Perſons, . 

and of Courſe for their Doctrine alfo. 1 

one 


e Chriſtianity 
ie ve of the 


Adv 
— that they were 
reren inells x to the Miracles which Jeſus: 
as Hearers of his Word; ſo 
A were not more won by the 
peer Excellency of his Doctrine, than 


the Surprizingneß of his Works; not more 
with what they heard, than with what 


1 And he muſt have been wonderful 
ly by te Fre © udice, who cou'd have with- 
food the * orce of Truth 3 


hich Power we arc zr d. 2 ci 
n Sadr dire: * 


Cn. W 
en ne bh 


of 


r a8 no 10 


t; at 
ſuch an Awe and Reverence for the Per- 


who wrought them, that at once they be. 
came Maſters of their Affections, race and 


for a God, and wou'd have ſacrific d unto him, 

had he not run in in haſte and prever, 

Now, altho' there be at this Day ſufficient” 
| to convince any reaſonable Man, tha 
the Prieſts and Mini of the Eſtabliſh'c 


commiſhon'd RE Won, 
Proofs are not ſo immediately "- 
eaſily come at, but to be ſoughr 
Rec of Antiquity, which re- 
only a Capaci 


convinc* 
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This is certain in Fact, 
«Man beg —— therea 
Which 
icular Truth, there- 
. in the Service of 
Ei ewes gigmon' ys 
n 


as to 3 it sable of ——— 
te contradictory Truth: 80 0 1 2 a Man- ee 
h'd in more Points than 
ſtill more Truths which he — 
if he be a profeſs'd Libertine ind Com 
of Sin, tis odds bur he is blind to all ruth 
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one Age than in another; and why mote" in 
the preſent, than in moſt that are 3 
and why the Goſpel of Jeſus harh | 
with ſuch Hea: Virulence; repreſented as 
a pious Fraud and political Contrivance, am 
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one which bore ſo hard 
rav'd Men, that Was 


general Inclinations 
or 0 juſtly calculated for the 
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| about the Score, and fe 


e the 
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will effe&iially-pur a Stop to it; and hinder iti 
3 ſpreading farther among 
us: — — of the Prophet, 
F the Healthof the Daughter of my People is not 
recovered, tis not becauſe there is no Balm in Gilead, 
errno Phyſician there. © 

As to the Firſt, by which I mean a faithful and 
diligent Execution of the ſeveral important Offi- 
ces of our Calling; 1 BOnp 
Occaſion for ſhewing the U s or Expedi- 
ency of it, to the Attainment of the End pro- 
pos d; for tho' we are very apt to complain of 
the Degeneracy of Manners, and the Corruptneſs 
of Times, (and often with great Reaſon) yet the 
World was yeverſoeco wicked yet, 
but that a religious and good has been for 
the moſt Part lov d and honour et. 
Let us but once convince the World, that we 
bave the Glory ot God and the Good of Mens 
Souls in Earneſt:at Heart; that it is his Honour, 
and not our own, that we ſeek; that we are rea- 
dy to do . r 
the leaſt Injury or Miſchief to any; that we bear 
no Hatred or ity to the Perſons, but only to 
the Vices of Men; that we are candid in our 
Cenſures and diſcreet in our Reproofs, without 
any Mixtureof Vai ry and AﬀeCtation, and 
all Men will riſe up, and call us bleſſed ;. bad Men 
will be aſham'd to be our Enemies, and conceal 
their Averſion, or if they ſhou'd let fly their Ar- 
rows at us, even bitter Words, they will hurt 
us not; but good: Men will be ſure to be our 
Friends. Tis ſo in z and*twou'd be hard 
to ſuppoſe it ſhou'dnot be ſo of us too of whom 
it is written, Haw beautiful are: the Feet of them 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bripg glad Ti- 


7 em. 8. 22, 
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dings 


1 
ung? of | Things But to uſe a homely and 
— of Ine thi Men will put on Bears Skins, 4 
the Dogs will bark; if inſtead of preaching the 'Y 
Goſpel of Peace; they are —— i — the J 
of Strife and Sedition; and inſtead of bring- 

ing glad Tidings, are daily denouncing Woes, and 
upon every ſlight and frivolous Pretence damnin 
and excommunicating their Brethren and Fel- 
low-creatures: If they who are ordain'd to beMi- 
niſters and Seryants will affe to be Maſters, and 
aſſume Powers and Titles that no way belong to 
them, tis vain to think of ſtopping Men's Mouths 
aud from out, ye take too much you! 
or to to be treated like the Diſciples of 
Jeſus; when their Conduct plainly ſhow they 
St. F. * hallen re than ordinary 
t. Paul, who © es 4 more nary 
Ihare of Reverence and Re for the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, on account of their Office and Works, 
yet makes the faithful Diſcharge of that Office, 
the indiſpenſable Condition of obtaining it; 
Moreover (in the Verſe following the Text) it ia 
fequired in Stewards that they be found faithful; 
by which he plainly argues, that being called or 
ordain'd to that ſacred Office of itſelf, doth not 
intitle Men to that of Reſpect, which he 
unleſs we walk worthy of that Voca- 
tion: After the ſame manner he argues alſo in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Obey them that have the 
Rule over you, for they watch for your Souls, as 
2 So = give an Account; * 1 
Denen = ci 
Terms of our Fabeck and Diligence: And, 
#3 T Biſhop Barnet obſerves upon this Tex 
They who do not watch like Men that muſt 
* r 
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(3) 
« give an Account of their Truſt, have no rea- 
< {on to expect theſe from the People. 

Let me not however be miſunderſtood. My 
not to bring any railing Accuſation a- 
z for as I obſerv'd before, ſo I 
am bold to repeats That there is but little either 
of that Sloth or orality, which in certain 
. greatly, to be laid to their Charge: 
All that I aim at by theſe Hints is only to ſhow, 
that the Honour isnot inſeparable from theOffice, 
but connected with the Duty, y to invigo- 
rate our Diligence, and awaken our Zeal, to puſh 
on to new Meaſures of Perfection, till we arrive 
unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, that like thoſe Elders who labour in the 
Word and Doctrine, and rule well, we may be 
counted worthy of double Honour. 

And the more we reflect upon the State 
af Religion among us at this Day, the eaſier we 
ſhall be convinc'd that this is both a uſeful and 
important Leſſon, and what ought to affect us 
with all imaginable Seriouſneſs and Attention. 
When we conſider, that in theſe Days are come 
Scoffers, walking after their own Luſts, Men of 
ſwelling Imaginations, and inſolent Underſtand- 
ings, who turn every thing that is facred into 
Ridicule, and treat the Scriptures of God with 
the ſame ludierous Freedom, that they wou'd the 
fabulous Writings of a Heathen Poet. rs 
That the chief Articles of aur Religion have 
been impugn'd, the Divinity of its Author flatly 


denied, his Miracles derided, as the faint Arts of 


Magick, and the Illufions of Juggle, and his 
Perſon vilified and traduc'd with the infamous 

Names of Impoſtor and Cheat. | 
Thar the Impoſhbility of his Incarnation, and 
the Abſurdity of his Reſurrection, are become the 
| common 


(19) 

— rugs of Raillery with theſe profanc 
licentious Men. 

That the whole Hiſtory of our Redemption 

bath been repreſentcd as a pious Farce, and the 

political Contrivance of ing Men, and 

that all the Pretenſions of Chriſtianity have been 

rejected, upon this bare Surmiſe, that there was 

no Occaſion or Neceſſity for ſuch a Revelation, 

becauſe all, or at leaſt the beſt of its Doctrines 

were known before, or are now actually diſco- 

verable by the bare Light of natural on. 

If we conſider farther with what Stratagem 

and Art, this deadly Poiſon is prepared, and what 

ſpecious Pretexts have been invented to make it 

paſs with Smoothneſs and C | 

That the Men who propoſe it are bold in de- 

claring, that they have no other Deſign than to 

pluck out the Beam that is in Men's Eyes, that 

they may ſee clearly, that it is with a charitable 

Intent to recover the Privileges of Reaſon, and 

| — r N Fellow creatures _ 2 long 

0 'd Slavery, and the tyrannous Impoſitions 

is hireling Prieſthood z that the Opinions 

7 = ſuch as 41 * of 1 

liberty of Judgment, and an impartial Inquiry 

into Truth lead Men anavoidabl into. 0 

That (which is yet worſe) thoſe bold Dictators 

have d theſe Pretences, with ſuch Sabril- 

ty and Skill, as to have gained a mighty Reputa- 

tion for Learning, Penetration and Probity; and 

have drawn after them vaſt Numbers of Proſe- 

- _ who giddily ſwallow all that is faid to 

them with as much implicit Blindneſs, as ever a 

Mob did the Preſcriptions of a Mountebank- 

Doctor; that in the Follics and Weakneſſes of 

_ diſagreeing Se&s among Chriſtians lies all their 

Strength, and that 15 immoral Lives of Clergy- 

1 men, 
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men, which they never fail to impmteto 


of out Religion, of all other Things give them 
the greateſt Advantage againſt uus. 


When I fay we conſider all this, it cannot 
ſurely but enliven our Zeal, and add new Force 
to our Endeavours, to have our Loyns girded, our 
Lamps trimmed, and our Lights always burning; 
that when theſe cunning Enemies of Souls come, 
they may find us ready and prepared, watching 
over out reſpective Flocks, and ſo have no Op- 

rtunity 0 _— wicked Tares; to give 

ttendance to Reading, and Exhartation, and 
Doctrine; to meditate upon them continually, ta 
ive our ſelves wholly to them, that we may fave 
both our ſelves, and them that hear. 


This would effectually ſilence all the imperti- 


nent Cavils of ſophiſtical Unbelievers, and wou'd 
indeed raiſe the Honour and Credit of our Profeſ- 
ſion more than all the Noiſe and Boaſt, and Facti- 
on that we can make: Nay, it wou'd confound 

all the Pretences, and deſtroy all the Fortreſſes of 
Infidelity, and leave it bare and naked, expoſed in 
its native Deformity, without any Armour of De- 
fence, but the pertinacious Pride of wicked Men. 
It is obſerved inthe Goſpel, that it was whilſt 
Men ſlept, that the Enemy came and ſow'd Tareg; 
and St. James aſſures us, T that if werefift the De- 
vil, be will fly from us. And it hath been obſery'd 
by a + late Author, who cannot he ſuſpected of 
any great Friendſhip or Partiality to our Eſtabliſh :- 
ment, that & if the Biſhops and inferior Clergy 


« with Exactneſs and Care, they need not fear 


< hat either the Tolands, theTjndals, theCollins's 


6 or Woolſtons of the Age might ſay or write a- 
“ gainſt their Religion, for it wou'd then 
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cc ſhine bright even in the Eyes of theſe Men, to 
ce their Conviction and Reformation. 
Seeing then, my Brethren, we have this Hope, 
, let us puri gur ſelves, let us watch in all thi 
do the Work of Evangeliſts, and make ll 
Proof of our Miniſtry, giving no Offence in any 
thing, that it be not blamed, always bearing in 
Mind, that tho” it is impoſſible but that Offences will 
come, yet Woe is pronounc'd againſt that Man 
by whom the Offence cometh. . | 
Here therefore I ſhall take the 8 under 
this Head to give a Caution againſt two Particu- 
lars, whereby we ſeem to be in moſt Danger of 
rag — and whereat others at this Day 
ſeem moſt ready and inclinable to take it: 
And theſe are, Bigotry and Paſſion. 
Bigotry in certain Tenets of ſmall and com- 
nvely trifling Importance, and Paſſion in our 
iſputes with thoſe that oppoſe us. 
hat theſe Points are which I here call of 
trifling Import, I have not Time at preſent to 
repeat; every one who underſtands the Nature 
and Ground of that Religion he profeſſes, will 
readily perceive what they are; the moſt eſſen- 
tial neceflary Articles, that which is the Lite and 
Spirit of all Religion, is what we ought to give 
moft Heed to; and yet who is there ſo ignorant, 
who knows not, that many Things are ſtrongly 
abetred, and urged with an Exceſs of Heat and 
intemperate Zeal, that are no more than the 
3 pos — 7 it; 2 which are ſo — 
from being neceſſary, that Religion, tha 
Which is 5 undefiled before God, might 
vel well ſubſiſt without them. | | 
Religion is capable of being adorn'd, and re- 
| caving much Luſtre, from many adventitious 
Circumſtances, which yet are no way eſſential 


be indeed a commendable Quality, yet 2 — 


(22) 

to the Faſeor l it; and theſe Ornaments 
may be uſed provided it be not at 
the Expence of — more nec „ and 
e ery Chriſtian muſt acknowledge, 
Unity and Charity really are; and thereis noo ne 
who ou am Senſe of theſe Obligations, but 
wou'd recede a little, even in Points, which by 
ſome Peo oplearcheld: in ſuch great Requeſt, as to 
paſs for Th and Criterions of Orthodoxy ; Tis 
karte * 1 Terms of our ppg Were 

a little brought down, we might by it 
and a —— Harveſt, nd thinking Mes 
be eaſily convinc'd — this might be By with- 
out any Food Diſparagement, or Diſadvantage, ci- 


ther to the Chriſtian que. nh in general, or our 


own Eſtabliſhment in particu 

This muſt be affirm d as certain, that the pre- 
ſent Exigenciesrequire ſome 3 
of this Ro, and if any of thoſe Prodigals, 
who have ſo long wandered, are willing to re- 
turn, we ought to extend our n. to em- 
brace and receive them. 
Such pow are not imp 


cond 


a all inordinate Paſſion with thoſe 2 op- 


ſe us. 
oe are commanded in meekneſs to inſtruct 
thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if God peradven- 
ture ſhall give them R e to the Acknow- 
hg of the Truth; and the ſervant of the 
Lord muſt be gentle to all Men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient; which ſhows that altho Zeal for Reli {be 


— meta do Me dis to on ee ds ML, a. 4 
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ingro] Knowledge, ge, temper'd with Candot 


rey 

and that tho* we muſt contend ]. 
9 for the aith, yet it muſt be only for that 
Faith that was once Jelivered unto the Saints, and 
ſtill with a calm and rational Compoſedneſs of 


ES 
World is come to that Paſs, that Noiſe 
and Paſſion cannot be obtruded upon them for 
Reaſon and Argument, and Errors in Opinion are 
of ſuch a Nature, as not to be cured in that Way. 
True Religion never yet fared the better for the 
intemperate Zeal of its Profeſſors z they are un- 
ually yoked; the one hath no more Concord 


: with the other, than CurisT has with Belial; the 


greateſt Ornaments, and ſtrongeſt Recommenda- 
tions we can give it, are Mee kneſs and Moderation. 
"Tis poſſible that in ſome Caſes we may be an- 
gry andnot fin z we may meet with many — 
Provocations, and Reſentment is as much an 
2 of was A Nature as Benevolence. But 
a Man's objecting to our Principles, and inqui- 
ring a Reaſon of the Hope that . in us, is none 
of theſe; ſuch Perſons - Objects of another 
Affection; our Pity and 2 are never 
more laudably exercis d, than when we are endea- 
vouring to convince them of their Errors, andlead 
them into the Ways of Righteouſneſs and Truth; 
the Lame and the Blind do not better deſerve it 
ion is as much due to the other, as 
to theſe; and we might as — — with 


the one as with the other for asking it. 


Tis needleſs to multiply Arguments Ake this 
Head; the Event — evinces the Folly of the 
leaſt of Paſſion upon ſuch Occaſions z far 
tho' it be not always as it is uſually underſtood a 
e, yet Fr oa yoo hv In- 
dication of the Weakneks and Ignorance 3 
0 
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who defends it ; it gives certain Victory to the 


Oppoſer, and N. ſure Contempt on one's ſelf. 
N 4 is * t A. of it z - Miſ- 
chief to Truth in 1 e Notions 
arid Miſkpprebentions of As Religion, upoti 
which Account St. Paul admoniſheth us in the 
Perſon of Titus, * to uſe ſound Speech which can- 
not be condemn'd, that he that is of the contrary Part 
may be aſham'd, baving no evil thing to ſay of us. 
But that which ſtill more reflects upon Religi- 
on, and is the greateſt Scandal that can be given is, 
when Men carry their Zeal and Paſſion to fuchEx- 
ceſs as to become a Principle of Perſecution in 
them; when it proceeds to ſucha Degree, it is a 
3 to human Nature as well as the Chriſti- 
an Religion, and no wonder ther that the Gene- 
rality of the World are offended at thoſe who 
ſhow themielves poſſeis'd of it in any v it 
is what no Intent can juſtify, no End or Deſign that 
we may have can poſhbly make it lawful ; it is not 
only con to the Precepts, but likewiſe to the 
very End and Deſigu of all Religion, that a Man 
ſhou'd be forc'd to perform any one religious Act, 
re he is convinc'd that it is his Duty to do it: 
Ik Errors in Opinion (as a | witty Author oh: 
« ſerves of Sin) lay but Skin deep, tis le it 
& might be whipt out with Rods and Scourges, 
but they lie too deep in the Underſtanding to 
be come at this way, and therefore not to be at- 
t tempted but by laying before Men the impar- 
tial Evidences of Truth, and gently endea- 
< vouring to remove thoſe Prejudices, which 
& Vice, temporal Intereſt, Ignorance, or a bad 
& Education have thrownin its Waxy. 
Would we make ſuch Proſelytes as may be of 
real Creditand Advantage to us ? Theſe and theſe 


only 
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are the Methods by which they muſt be won, 
jr fo by any outward Compulſion or coercive 
Reſtraints which may poſſibly make ſome Hypo- 


crites, but never any ſincere Converts. 

In the Goſpel, the Gentiles who were 
in from the High- ways and Hedges are indeed 
to be compelled to come in, but how ? — as 
as Dr. Stanhope rightly paraphraſes upon this 
Text, * Not from any external irreſiſtable Ne- 
* ceſlity made uſe of to reduce them, but by the 
&« Evidence of Miracles, by the powerful Con- 
& yictions of Truth, by the Strength of wo 


6a 2 by repeatedMeſages and all the 
ing a holy Importunity; fo cher this 
« Ex — of compelling ng ſignifies only an ex- 


* '£ g Cate and ſo icitous Application to win 
2 Wenden andthemaryellous! ficacy of thoſe 


« Methods at laſt. 2 
| retation of theſe 


even that which wou'd fafer the ſo much 
| Doctrine of wholeſome Severities, is 4 
Oppo poſite to the whole Tenor of the Gofj 
intire Example of our Saviour, and all t Me. 
1 — 1 of by himin the Converſion _ =. 
inners; 10 repugnant to un ic 
Reaſon, and ſo dettruckive of the Rights of Man- 
kind, That if all the Fathers of the Church had 
with one Voice given into Icou'dneverbe 
* to ſubmit to their A ity. 
But indeed this is an Abſurdity they are happi- 
frec of, and not to be found in the Writings of 
.antient Fathers. No, ſays + Chry/oftom, 
2 He that errs from the Faith ſhould neither be 
g'd by ** * ü by * 
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Aud * Auſtin, once ſ qbefonedia the cc contrary 
1 ln *s his Da ay falſcly al das as re 
Ringleader and atron of it, yet had the Cou- 


rage and Honeſty at laſt to retrict and recant it. 
Such Interpretations of hho or the Prin- 


ciples for Detence of which they are calculated, 
being never abetted by any Chriſtian . un- 
til inn le other Corruptions began! to creep” | 
and ſpread thro' both the Backrine ns 
of the Church, and it was neceſſary to erect a 
ritual Tyranny, in order to gai them 20.0 4 


tion; and therefore ſh 
ploded by by all thoſe who arethe eaters er el 
Ties of Duty, of 


on, and under the ſtrong 
2 Examples of Charity and Moderation and 
Mee — 7 es >. of be 1 Fur and 
harmleſs the Sons of 8 
the midſt of a crooked perverſe Genera 
= _—_—_ I in the 
= 


thatl 


gain n you thoſe 


O's my Brethren, of the Laity, whe 

we ſay, to-reco ile our ves to ou, arid 
— Fs es o Love 14 Re- 
gard 


dent : Ego autem in vos [avire onmino non poſum 
— 9 Cs 
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Ern Ie 


us in the Diſ- 
harge of the ſeveral important Eine Offices of our 
Call ? I knowof nothing 


that can 22 
do it but Sincerity, Which in ag thing that 
affects or concerns Religion, #s one thing 
—_ without which nothing is 1 nothing 
is holy 

3 N ent with you upon this 
SC not be ain to 3 
you Leatonableneſs of our Demand; and if 
ye wink but bear with me a little, I would ask, 

_ what there is, either in our Perſons, C 

or Conduct, that ſhould provoke you to Jealou- 

iy or Il|-will ? The ing Diſtinctions of a 

„or a Title ſurely can give no Offence z 
and are we not all the Mini _s of that fame 
Chriſt, whom ye acknowledge to be, as indeed 
he is, your Lord and only Saviour? | 

Do we not all preach the ſame Goſpel of Fai 
Righteouſneſs, uſneſs, and Repentance, which he 
us in Charge, and beſeech you in his Nang to be 
reconciled to God? 

Have we not faithfully handed down to you the 
Word of that fame God) ordo we any where in- 
Dar it, preach up to you the Traditions of 

en 
Do we lay upon you evous or hea 
Burdens, i in „inch Lo IT and wi 


ling to bear our Share, or refuſe to put forward 


our dy ca 


Any 


to help and caſe them? 
y Offices of Love and Friendſhi 
or your 


wherein we might profit your Souls 
thing wherein we might 
evenp 


an 
leaſe A in our own Con- 
| whic on. would tot — — 
take and accompliſh, as far as our Powers and Ca- 


pacities will exable 3s? 
E 2 Do 


(28) 

Do weuſurp, or even claim any Power or Au- 
thority over you, but what Chriſt hath in plain 
and expreſs Terms committed and delegated tous, 
of watching over you for your Good, of inſtruct- 
ing, exhorting, warning, and reproving you, 
2 2 and explaining the Word ot God 
and committing it again to faithful Men, wh 
ſhall be able toteach others alſo ? 

We require no blind and implicit Submiſſi- 
on to our Dictates and Deciſions, no Right of 
determining dogmatically in Controverſies of 
Faith, no Power of adding to, or taking from 
the Word of God, on Pretence of explaining 
it, nor any Juriſdiction over the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of Men. = 
| Knowing the. Terrors of the Lord we do in- 
deed perſuade Men, declare the Curſes of God to 
be due to ſuch Acts of Diſobedience as he himſelf 
bath pointed our, and again to the Humble ang 
Contrite we pronounce the comfortable Aſſu- 
rances of Pardon and Forgiveneſs ; but a Power 
of the Keys, of damning and ſaving Men at Plea» 
ſurę, and calipg FRCIT Fiction or Reprobation, 
this, and ſuch like Idola Tribfs, we utterly re- 
nounce. No! we are better acquainted with 
our Charge than ſoz we look upon our ſelves, 
not only as Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church at 
large, but likewiſe of a Proteſtant and reform- 
ed Church in particular, in whom ſuch Pre- 
tences would be moſt ungraceful and unbe- 
— 64 OST OS. FT 8 
As ſuch therefore we adviſe Men to be god- 
ly ny religious,. but to be ſo upon Principle 
and Conviction; and therefore in every Caſe 
pf Intricacy and Doubt, to make viſe of their 
pwn Reaſon and their own Underſtanding, and 


in 


(29) 
inſtead of endeavouring to put out Men's Eyes, 
we adviſe them to look ſharply, and to examine 


with Caution freely, but fincerely. | 
We aſſert no of the Church on 
the State, nor claim any Privileges or Exemptions 
but ſuch as are our natural and unalienable Rights, 
as we are free- born Men and good Subjects; even 
our Support and Maintenance, we do in all 
humble Gratitude acknowledge to be the Boun- 
ty of the State; we ſet up no antienter Title, 
nor pretend to derive them from any higher or 


greater Authority. | | 
Me do indeed ſay, that it is the Voice of God 
in the Scriptures written by his Inſpiration, and 
of common Nature in the Reaſon of Man, 
That if we adminiſter to you in ſpiritual Things, 
we ought to partake of your Temporals, that he 
that ſerves at the Altar ſhould live by the Altar, 
and the Labourer is worthy of bis Hire. 

But ftill we allow that thoſe reſtringent A 
whereby the Juriſdiction of the ccclefiaſtict 
Court is cramp'd in extending its Prerogative, 
and 1245 from inlarging its Revenues be- 
yond what is reaſonable, were x 


proper ne- 
deſſary Checks upon the exorbitant Demands 
of avaricious 2 z wherefore we are 
content to ſubmit our to the Judg- 
ment of the State, and to have the Equity 6f 


them tried by a Jury of Laymen. | 
But ye will perhaps ſay, That we are become 
fat with the chief Offerings of the People; and 
think we have too great a Share of theſe: Ik 
ſo here I am perſuaded ye over-reckon; for, 
were there an equal and proper Diſtribution 
of the Church's Revenue, *twould not be 
found that the Clergy „ | 


( 32 ) 
able Competency to ſupport themſelyes in De- 
cency With FE C with ſome ſmall Oyer- 
—_— . 4 Hoſpitality; Virtues, 
erein ” may without Vain-glory or 
Fendi 5 WE axe as mods and exemplary as any 
der o Mes | in the Land: Your poor Tenants 
many of them fed and ſupported by our 
ounty 5 aud in 7. of extrao Scar- 


2 e Charity) receive, as I can 
$ fram many. © Avoca large Abatements 


and Remittances 2 our legal Properties, when 
their Mouths are full of —— 2 the 
Oppreſſion of Landlords. 

Here and there indeed one rolls in Plenty 
2nd Eaſe, and this draws Envy, another is 
bd and htned, and this draws Con- 
empt; in ſome Places you ſee an over- grown 

cure, and in others a Number of poor Vi- 
iges 3 hut dath this prove that the Reve- 
we is too great? No; only that the Diſtribu- 
01 i unequal s bur who - beſeech you ſhouꝰd 
2 8 e 
and m W e not 
make it e, it * F 


'* =. 
* 


jon, after ſo 

cation of — 3 why ſuch _ 
why ſo pugh Hatred and Ill-will, as we 
me Mowhe full of 


ep loi) © # the whoſe 
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to skreen and ſheltet him in his Vites, in the 
Language of the Apoſtle, we wiſh to God 
they were cut off from the Body, bo this troubli 
you; and as ye have a Law, take ye him and 
Judge him according to it. | 

"Tis not to be —_— that we ſhowld be all 
of us equally enlightned, and equally holy; it 
muſt be an extraordinary Society 1 , in 
which there are not both good and bad ; bur 
if the Former be the major, Part, the Deno- 
mination ſhou'd be taken from thence nor 
ſhould a few excentrick wandring Stars turn 
the Ballance againſt a whole Conſtellation o 

lar and well-diſpoſed Men. \ 

By this Method of judging, which would be 
thought reaſonable in any other Inftance, we 
are content to abide, and ſtand or fall. 

And can ye then pretend to ſay that ye may 
not edify under ſuch a Miniſtry as the preſent ? 
or will ye ſay, that ye are fiticere in the Religi- 
on ye roles if ye do. not? I will bring 
no railing Accuſation, for my-Deſign is not 
to condemn you, hut to Juſtify our ſelves. On- 
2 prevail 1 ant pg — rea- 
onable e will give us our 
oven Souls rhe Bene? of a — Thought : 
Endeavour to do your Chriſtian Duty fincere- 
ly, and I ſhan't fear but ye will ſoon come to 
a better Temper, and entertain more favourable 
Thoughts of us. Sincerity will wipe off the 
black and foul Diſguiſe, will add an lliſh- 
ment to our Virtues, and caſt a Shade over 
thoſe Infirmitics, that in ſpight of all we can 
do, are the unavoidable Companions of our Mor- 
tality; the only things for which we beg a cha- 

le Connivance. 


Let 
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Let therefore as many as would be 8 be 
thus mi and if in any thing ye be other- 
wile, may ( 1 of the Abundance of his 
Mercy reveal it unto you. 


To whom be Glory and Thankſgiving, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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